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Board of  Directors 
President: 

Mark Halleck 
President-Elect: 

Bruce Farmer 
VP Vocations: 

Donna Rueby 
Sandie Taylor.  

VP Membership: 
Lisa Field 

VP Programs/Hospitality: 
  Programs:    Gary Estess 
  Hospitality: Diddy Muck 

VP Communications: 
       Jane Doherty 
Treasurer: 

Bob Sponaugle 
Secretary: 

Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 

Melia Reed 
Trustees: 

Charlie Garland 
Arlane Sponaugle 

Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS
• Sat. June 5 -  Priestly Ordinations 
• Tues. June 8  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 

7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. June 11  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 

8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha Cancelled due to conflict in scheduling 
• Sat. June 12 - 11:00 am -Serra Meets check website for Zoom invite. Serra Meets.   
• Sunday, June 20 - Father’s Day 
• Mon. June 28 -  6:30 p.m., IN-PERSON MEETING AT                            

ITALIANO’S.  Joelma Regis, associated Director of  Houston Vocations 
will be our guest speaker 

• Oct. 7-10, Serra International Convention in Chicago 
• Dec. 13 -  Annual Christmas party and recommitment at the Manor 

House in the Barrington 

JUNE -  MONTH of the SACRED HEART

Welcome 
our 

Board 
Members

https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix

“THE MASK IS ENDED?” 

Our churches are now open 100% and parish groups and ministries can hold 
meetings and activities again. Wearing of mask for parish activities is no longer 
mandated and so is social distancing. Our archbishop made this directive in a 
letter he wrote on May 19th to the faithful of the archdiocese. It is very refreshing 
to see people’s faces in church without the masks and for people to be able to 
receive Holy Communion on their tongue again. We Serrans can now return to in 
person meetings and resume many of our activities. It has been a roller coaster 
with the pandemic, but we have kept the faith. Thank you for all your prayers and 

sacrifices for vocations. We are still reminded to be charitable to others around us and continue to take 
precautions that will help bring a total end to the pandemic not only in our country but all over the 
world. Then we can say “the mask is ended.” 

We congratulate Bishop-elect Italo Dell’Oro, CRS as the new auxiliary bishop of Galveston/Houston. 
His appointment by Pope Francis was announced on May 18, 2021. Fr. Italo was ordained a priest of 
the Somascan order on September 11, 1982 in Como, Italy. He began his ministry in the archdiocese in 
1992 as pastor of Assumption Church, Houston, and has continued to work in the archdiocese in 
various capacities, including his present position as Vicar General. Bishop-
elect Dell’Oro was the guest speaker at our August 2019 meeting when he 
shared with us the story of his vocation and his ministry. We dined with him 
then not knowing we were dining with the future auxiliary bishop of 
Galveston/Houston! We exhibited our love for him and for vocations then and 
we will continue to support him and vocations now. Please keep him in your 
prayers as he will be ordained as auxiliary bishop on July 2nd at the Co-
Cathedral of Sacred Heart to assist our archbishop, Cardinal Di’Nardo. 

June 5, 2021 is harvest time. The fruits of prayers and work for vocations is being harvested in the 
priestly ordination of four transitional deacons: Houston Okonma, Joseph White, Chad Henry, and 
Hoang “Wayne” Ly. Our archdiocese is blessed to have people from different cultures of the world 
profess the one faith and share in the priesthood of Christ. Congratulations to our newly ordained 
priests and we pray that God will sustain them in their ministry! 

The hurricane season is here. Please take time to keep emergency supplies in the 
house. Ask for the intercession of Our Lady and pray for protection against storms 
and danger during the season. Wishing you all a pleasant summer! 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

Mark

Recently it felt as if  the pace of  life was increasing at an ever-
increasing rate. Maybe I have just been very busy the last few weeks 
or maybe it is because, as the pandemic, that seemingly dragged on 
endlessly, finally winds down there seems to be more to do and more 
engagement with people face-to-face.  Whatever the reason I am so 

thankful for the ability to engage people in person and out from behind the mask. There 
also seems to be a renewed sense of  hope and enthusiasm emerging as well. 

Finally, after a prolonged absence, we will be able to meet again in-person for our 
monthly Membership meeting. We have many things to be both thankful for and to 
celebrate.  I hope you will join me in making the June meeting an extra special 
celebration of  our Faith, our Serra Mission, and our Club.   

Our guest speaker from last month, Peter Sloan, was somewhat different than our usual 
speakers. While I was somewhat but not entirely surprised that he focused on the 
message of  conversion rather than the Archangel Airborne missions he undertakes in Haiti the 
talk was heartfelt and sincere. His talk reminded me of  a verse authored by St. Paul, from 1 
Timothy that has always provided both inspiration and comfort. 

This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
Of  these I am the foremost. But for that reason, I was mercifully treated, so that in me, as the foremost, 
Christ Jesus might display all his patience as an example for those who would come to believe in him for 
everlasting life. - 1 Timothy 1:15-16 

I want to extend a special note of  thanks to Bruce Farmer (President-Elect), Jane Doherty (VP of  
Communications), Lisa Field (VP of  Membership) for accepting official roles with our club. This 
appreciation also extends to the entire Board as well as the entire membership of  our club. It is 
through God’s grace and the dedication and commitment of  our club members who put their 
time and talent into action on behalf  of  our club that our prayers and Serra mission are realized. 

I look forward to seeing you all at Italiano’s on June 28th. 
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CONVERSION 

Peter Sloan, President of  Archangel Airborne shared not only the mission of  Archangel 
Airborne, but his story of  the impact of  God in his life that led to his God-led vocation. 

Archangel Airborne is a non-profit faith based organization and their goal as stated on their 
website states: “ARCHANGEL AIRBORNE - HUMANITARIAN SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
utilizes aviation, land and sea resources to effectively insert specialty teams, advisors, critically necessary supplies 
and equipment into areas of  great need to at-risk populations through strategic and tactical closed-loop 

methodology.”  http://www.archangelairborne.org.  

Archangel Airborne brings medical teams, supplies and any needed resources to multiple areas in the world.   
Peter has been flying since he was 17 years old.   He loves to fly; he loves to help others; he loves the Lord. 
Peter shared the tortuous path he took to realize he loved the Lord.  He reminded us of  Paul and Paul’s conversion.   
Paul was an enemy of  Christians, but became our strongest advocate after his conversion 
Peter senses a kinship to Paul and while he was not an enemy of  Christians, he, Peter, was in a sense an enemy of  
himself  and who he was destined to be.  He shared his story of  addiction which drove him to despair.  It was a time 
19 years ago, visiting St. Mary’s Church in Galveston where he met God.  “I am like Paul.  We all have a conversion.  
I did not need to err, but I did.  And then God took over.”  Like Saul, who was a zealot, so was Peter, and his zeal 
changed course to find peace through God.  He prayed in fervor to the Blessed Lady, begging for help. his prayers 
were answered and his life became profoundly different.  He wanted to commit his life to God.  He studied 
theology and joined the Capuchin Franciscans.  

“CONVERSION EXISTS IN ALL OF US” 

Discernment led him to a vocation that he knows God wanted him to have, and so he 
left the order and began his search to find other ways to serve the Lord.  He asked 
God what could he do for Him, and the answer was, “No son, You can’t do anything for me, 
you do what My plan is for you.”  All I had to do was obey and follow.   And so, it was in 
that church in Galveston, he was re-born in Texas.   

His work with Archangel Airborne, gives him opportunities to serve God with his 
talents.  Archangel Airborne goes where there is a need and helps in anyway they can.  
They always put God front and center in their mission.  There are less than 50 in the 
organization and most are volunteers.  Several religious serve on the board, and nurses, doctors, as well as other 
give of  their time and talent.   

Peter Sloan was an exciting guest speaker and we are looking forward to his return to continue to share his message. 

MONTHLY MEETING 

http://www.archangelairborne.org


5

SERRA INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Next Serra Meets: June 12, 2021 at 11 a.m. CDT Serra International Past president Chainarong 
Monthienvichienchae of  the Serra Club of  Bangkok, Thailand, will speak about engaging young 
people in our vocations mission.  Click the link:  https://zoom.us/j/95992451924?
pwd=RFdzZjgybDk0VVlKVlhyYXNlNkpkUT09 

SERRA METYKO AWARD 

Metyko Award is awarded to a Serra who is recognized for the dedication to and effective work toward, fulfilling the 
two prime objectives of  Serra, well beyond that of  the average membership.  Promote and support vocations and 

encourage vocations to the consecrated life.  District 10 has awarded Donna Rueby!    
Well deserved! Congratulations Donna!

Father Nathan 
Cromleuy,C.S.J

Father Brian Welter

CHICAGO.  -   OCTOBER 7-10

Serra Convention

Serra International Convention 
will be held in Chicago.         

Father Nathan and Father Brian are 
two of  the presenters. 

Click the link below for more 
information and to register for this 

event

https://zoom.us/j/95992451924?pwd=RFdzZjgybDk0VVlKVlhyYXNlNkpkUT09
https://zoom.us/j/95992451924?pwd=RFdzZjgybDk0VVlKVlhyYXNlNkpkUT09
https://www.serrainternational.org/news/serra-international-convention-be-held-oct-7-10-2021-chicago
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SERRA CLUB NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON NEWS PRAYER CONTEST 

Some St. Mary Magdalene winners…continuation of last months report

Joel Torres, Trinity Garay, Marli Vanover Caitlin Purcell Valerie Djunaedi, Kevin Saye

Vocation Prayer 

Oh Blessed Virgin Mary, please open the hearts that were 
closed so they could love, serve, and respect you.  Blessed 

Virgin Mary we glorify you in all that you do in our mind, 
in our body and in our soul.  So please also let the 

seminarians be priests so they can help guide the followers 
of  Jesus Christ, Our King.  Thank you for always being 

there for us and always loving the Father Almighty.  Amen 

Vocation Prayer 
Dear eternal and most gracious God, We praise you as the 
almighty powerful God.  We pray that more people accept 
our religious calling and that people become priests.  We 
pray for this so there is less hate, sin, and violence in this 

world today.  We give thanks to you, for all you do, and for 
all you have done. 

Amen. 
Marli Vanover – 6th Grade St. Mary Magdalene

St. Martha winners…continuation of last months report

My Vocation Prayer 

O God, King of  Heaven, King of  earth, and King of  all 
creation, Help all of  the seminarians who are training to 
become a priest that they may achieve priesthood and be 
able to follow You with whatever path you have ahead of  

them. God, O God, maker of  heaven, earth, and all creation, 
we love you with all of  our hearts, our minds, and our spirit.  
Thank you for all that you have done for us and thank you 

for giving us this wonderful life. Amen 

Vocation Prayer 
Dear Lord, 

Please call more of  your people so they can live out 
the life of  Christ as priests and religious leaders.  

Please send them to come and spread the word of  
God.  We need more leaders and ambassadors to 

come and live out the religious life.  Priests, nuns, 
whatever the world needs.  Because we know that 
you know whatever is good for us.  We need your 
help.  St. Alphonsus Ligouri, please pray for us 

and, God, send the Holy Spirit down so that we may 
have the grace and power of  God to hear the call to 

be priests and leaders of  religious life.  Give us the 
courage to hear your call. Amen 

Michaello Farinetti – 6th Grade St. Martha
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SERRA CLUB NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON NEWS 

On Thursday, May 20th, during 8:30 am Mass, Father Lynh 
Nguyen, of  St. John of  the Cross, 

celebrated his Ordination Anniversary  of  being a priest for 15 
years.  Many of  the parishioners celebrated afterwards by hosting 

a breakfast. 

Serrans put up a banner of  congratulations, and Provided a cake 
to help in the celebration.

Thanks to the Porters, Ruebys, and the Reeds,  the Serrans joined the celebration at the St. Leo’s Fair.  

Our newsletter, Always Forward, won the 2021 South Central Region Best Newsletter Award.       
A big thank you to all who contribute to this publication.
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June 1 - St. Justin Martyr - Justin was born in Palestine around the year 100. He was well educated and 
became a professor of  philosophy. He was interested in the meaning of  life and why the world and people 
exist. He studied and taught about the great philosophers of  his day, but nothing made sense to him until he 
followed the advice of  a wise man who told him to study the Old Testament, especially the writings of  the 
prophets who foretold the coming of  Christ. He believed that Christianity was the answer to all his questions. 
We can pray to Saint Justin and ask him to help us to believe and live the truths of  our faith. 

JUNE SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

June 6 - St. Norbert - In the 12th century in the French region of  Premontre, Saint Norbert 
founded a religious Order known as the Praemonstratensians or the Norbertines. Finding help 
especially in devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, he and his Norbertines praised God for success 
in converting heretics, reconciling numerous enemies, and rebuilding faith in indifferent 
believers.  Norbert became archbishop of  Magdeburg in central Germany, a territory half  pagan 
and half  Christian. In this position he zealously and courageously continued his work for the 
Church until his death on June 6, 1134.

saints resource June

June 6 - St. Maria Goretti -  She is the patron saint of  chastity, rape victims, girls, youth, teenage girls, 
poverty, purity, and forgiveness. She is the youngest canonized saint in the Church and died at the age of  11 
after forgiving her attacker. Maria is known as The Little Saint of  Great Mercy. Her last words were, 
“I forgive Alessandro Serenelli … and I want him with me in heaven forever.” Alessandro was sentenced to 
30 years in prison. For a long time he was unrepentant and surly. One night he had a dream or vision of  
Maria gathering flowers and offering them to him. His life changed. When he was released after 27 years, 
his first act was to beg the forgiveness of  Maria’s mother. He then joined the Franciscan order.

June 13 - St. Anthony of  Padua - Anthony of  Padua felt that God called him to try many new and 
different things. As he felt the tug of  God’s love, he gave up one job to work at another. He did this over 
and over. Anthony was born in Lisbon, Portugal, in 1195 to a wealthy and noble family. Anthony, when he 
was 15, became an Augustinian Canon. When Anthony was 26, God called him to something new. He 
joined the Franciscans, but when he went to Morocco to preach, he fell ill and had to return home. His 
ship was swept off  course and he landed in Sicily. For a time he lived as a hermit, praying and studying in 
solitude. One day, a Franciscan superior asked Anthony to preach a sermon without any preparation. His 

words amazed people. Now God was calling Anthony to something new again. He was to become a great preacher 
throughout Italy and at his home church in Padua. He is the patron of  lost items, and in 1946, Pope Pius XII declared Saint 
Anthony of  Padua a Doctor of  the Church. 

June 19 - Venerable Matt Talbot - Matt Talbot was born in 1856 to a poor family with 12 children in 
Dublin, Ireland. His father and several of  his brothers were alcoholics. Matt began working as a messenger 
boy when he was 12 years old. He also began drinking alcohol around the same time. Alcohol became the 
most important thing in his life. When he was 28 years old, Matt decided to stop drinking. He went to a 
priest for confession and then “took the pledge,” a common custom in Matt’s time. Matt turned to God for 
help. He began to go to daily Mass. He read stories of  the saints and joined the Third Order of  St. Francis. 
He is the patron saint of  alcoholics. 

http://saintsresource.com/category/june
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Prayers for : 
• All Fathers as we celebrate Father’s Day 
• New Auxiliary Bishop, Father Italo 

Dell’Oro, 
• Three newly ordained transitional deacons 

June Birthdays  
1 - Dcn. Carlin Walters, St. Martha 
1 - Jane Doherty 
2 - Donna Rueby 
4 - Dcn. Gary Yepsen, St. Martha 
8 - Sr. Nohemi Lara, Missionary of  St. Theresa 
9 - Kathy Farmer 
11 - John Ehlig 
18 - Peggy Rittenhouse 
19 - Robin Rueby 
20 - Auxiliary Bishop Father Italo Oro, Chancery 
23 - Dee Anna Garland 
24 - Phil Applegate

For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, 
mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact,                 
Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Deacons Luis Garcia, Jacob Ramirez, Christopher Meyer

• Four newly ordained priests

The Ordination Mass will be live-streamed online at 
www.archgh.org/live  at 10 a.m. on Saturday, June 5. 

Father Elect Houston 
Okonma, one of  our 
“Adoptees”.

Religious Ordination Anniversaries 
2 - Dcn. James Meshell, St. Mary Magdalene 
3 - Fr. Michael Applegate, St. Pius V 
6 - Fr. Richard McNeillie, Chancery Office of  Vocations 
6 - Fr. David Applegate, St. Theresa  
24 - Fr. Felix Osasona, St. Mary Magdalene

http://www.archgh.org/live
mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

We always make the fatal mistake of  thinking that it is what we do that matters, when really what matters is 
what we let God do to us. 

God walks into your soul with silent step.  God comes to you more than you go to him.  Never will his coming be 
what you expect, and yet never will it disappoint.  The more you respond to his gentle pressure, the greater will be 
your freedom. 

We need to forgive and be forgiven every day, 
every hour -  unceasingly 

Forgiveness: the Name of  Love in a 
Wounded World 

Forgiveness means that I continually am willing 
to forgive the other person for not being God - for 
not fulfilling all my needs. 

Parting Words 

Henri J. M. Nouuwen, compiled by Wendy Wilson Greer, 
The Only Necessary Thing

We are all wired for God. There is a hunger in us that nothing 
in this world can possibly satisfy. Only Jesus can lead us to the 
heavenly banquet; and that’s why we must follow him. 

Bishop Robert Barron


